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They ask you what should they spend
(in God's cause and for the needy);

say: "Whatever is left over
(after you have spent on your and
your dependents' needs)".

(Quran Karim 2.219)

Zakatindia.org
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For extending these multiple
offers the US President used the
epithets like we 'want' to be your
partner, we 'can' do these
together, 'if' we're going to be
'true'global partners, 'with power
comes responsibility', and so on.

Having said all this, he clarified
that the basic purpose of his
farewell address is to share with
the people and the government
of India the sine qua non for all
this to happen. He displayed
confidence that universal
experience suffices our two
countries to know what makes
nations strong.

Going deeper into the seriousness
of his proviso, Obama said that
our nations are strongest whenwe
see that we are all God's children -
all equal in His eyes and worthy of
His love. Across our two great
countries we have Hindus and
Muslims, Christians and Sikhs,
and Jews and Buddhists and
Jains and so many faiths. And we
remember the wisdom of
Gandhiji, who said, that the
different religions are beautiful
flowers from the same garden;
branches of the same majestic
tree.

Nonetheless, he regretted that
no society is immune from the
darkest impulses of man. And too
often religion is used to tap into
those darker impulses as
opposed to benefiting from the
light of God. He reminisced that
three years ago in the American
state of Wisconsin a man went to
a Sikh temple and, in a terrible
act of violence, killed six innocent
people - Americans and Indians.
And in that moment of shared
grief, the two countries reaffirmed
a basic truth that must again be
done today - that all persons

have the right to practice their
faith how they choose and to do
so free of persecution, fear and
discrimination.

The peace we seek in the world
begins in human hearts, Obama
stirred up the people of India. It
finds its glorious expression
when we look beyond any
differences in religion or tribe,
and rejoice in the beauty of every
soul, he continued. And nowhere
is that more important than India,
he forewarned. Nowhere is it
more necessary for that
foundational value to be upheld.
'India will succeed so long as it is
not splintered along the lines of
religious faith and is unified as
one nation', he admonished us.

For that to happen, Obama
prescribed the recipe: Do we act
with compassion and empathy?
Are we measured by our efforts -
by what Martin Luther King called
“the content of our character”
rather than the color of our skin or
the manner in which we worship
our God? In both our countries, in
India and in America, our
diversity is our strength. And we
have to guard against any efforts
to divide ourselves along
sectarian lines. And if we do that
well, if America shows itself as an
example of its diversity and yet
the capacity to live together and
work together in common effort,
in common purpose; if India, as
massive as it is, with so much
diversity, so many differences, is
able to continually affirm its
democracy, that is an example
for every other country on Earth.
That's what makes us world
leaders - not just the size of our
economy or the number of
weapons we have, but our ability
to show the way in how we work
together, and how much respect
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we show each other, Obama
tipped us off.

He specifically appealed to the
Indian youth, 'prejudices,
stereotypes and assumptions -
those are what happens to old
minds; that's why young people
are soimportantin these efforts'.

Obama had no qualms to
observe that India and USA are
not perfect countries. But the
reason of his optimism about 'our
future together', is that, despite
our imperfections, our two
nations possess the keys to
progress in the century ahead.
We vote in free elections. We
work and we build and we
innovate. We lift up the least
among us, he reiterated. We
respect human rights and human
dignity, and it is recorded in our
constitutions. And we keep
striving to live up to those ideals
put to paper all those years ago.

And we do these things because
our moral imaginations extend
beyond the limits of our own
lives. And we believe that the
circumstances of our birth need
not dictate the arc of our lives.

Thus, the undisputedly most
powerful world leader of today did
not let diplomacy take the better of
the American conscience and did
not mince words to announce in
unambiguous terms that the price
of world leadership is a high level
of genuine intra country religious
harmony. Surely, this would have
appealed to the statesmanship of
PM Narendra Modi and the
sagacity of all our peace loving
people.

v



ZAKAT INDIA

January - March 2015

Through his farewell address to
the people of India, including a
large posse of the youth -
delivered at Siri Fort auditorium
built in the yesteryear's campus
of Alauddin Khilji's Fort in Delhi -
US President Barack Obama
clarified in no uncertain terms
that his concurrence to lift the
level and intensity of US-India
relations to a higher orbit is
patently conditional.

'My confidence in what our
nations can achieve together is
rooted in the values we share',
Obama candidly announced and
went on to elucidate this
conditionality, 'in big and diverse
societies like ours, progress
ultimately depends on something
more basic, that is how we see
each other. We are strongest
when we see the inherent dignity
in every human being."'

Obama reminded the India that
on 26th January, with the tricolor
waving above, he joined it in
celebrating the strength of its
Constitution that begins with
thepledge to uphold the dignity of
the individual. He pointed out,
"Your Article 25 says that all
people are equally entitled to
freedom of conscience and the
right to freely profess, practice
and propagate religion'.
Generations have worked to live
up to these ideals and upholding
this fundamental freedom is the
responsibility of the government,
as much as of every person.

He went on: Its important to
realize how we treat each other,
people who are different than us,

Dr. Syed Zafar Mahmood

how we deal with diversity of
beliefs and of faiths. Every
individual's dreams, their hopes,
are just as important, just as
beautiful, just as worthy as
anybody else's. The point is that
the aim of our work must be not to
just have a few do well, but to
have everybody have a chance,
everybody who has the ability to
dream big must have opportunity
to reach its fulfillment. Our
nations are strongest when we
uphold the equality of all our
people, he emphasized.

Obama was impressed to watch
on Delhi's Rajpath 'the pride and
the diversity of this nation'. He
realized that the sight of an
American President as chief
guest on India's Republic Day
would have once seemed
unimaginable. But 'my visit
reflects the possibilities of a new
moment'. He believes that the
relationship between India and
the United States can be one of
the defining partnerships of this
century and 'today, | want to
speak directly to you - the people
of India - about what | believe we
can achieve together, and how
we candoit.

Obama recapitulated the
cherished conviction of Mahatma
Gandhi and Martin Luther King in
the 'struggle for justice and
human dignity' and the belief of
Swami Vivekananda in the
'divinity in every soul and the
purity of love'. Under their
inspiration both USA and India
threw off colonialism and created
constitutions that began with the
same three words “We the

A0
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people' and, consequently, kept
on climbing up the stairs of
progress including trips to the
Moon and Mars. Indians and
Americans are some of the
hardest working people on Earth,
he noted, and that America has
the largest Indian diaspora in the
world, including some three
million Indian-Americans.

For all these reasons, he hoped,
America can be India's best
partner. However, he cautioned,
'Only Indians can decide India's
role in the world. So here in New
Delhi, Prime Minister Modi and |
have begun this work anew.
America wants to be your partner
as you lift up the lives of the
Indian people' and provide
greater opportunity be it civil
nuclear agreement, more
electricity for Indians, better
technology, renewable energy,
cleaner vehicles on the road,
more filtration systems on farms
and villages, young healthy
people, more trade and
investment, new infrastructure,
roads, airports, ports, bullet
trains, smart cities, increased
collaboration between our
colleges and universities,
encourage young entrepreneurs
who want to start a business,take
measures against human
trafficking, confront the challenge
of climate change, ensure our
mutual security, stronger defense
and enunciate greater role for
India in the Asia Pacific. As icing
on the cake, Obama expressed
his intention to support a reformed
United Nations Security Council that
includes India as a permanent
member.




ZAKAT INDIA

ii) For accommodation, to be
provided by ZFI, each male ZFI
Fellow will have to pay ZFI at the
subsidized rate of Rs. 2,000/- per
month. Full amount of Hostel
charges for 20 months (Rs.40,000/-)
will have to be deposited through
bank draft payable in New Delhi
in advance at the time of
registration before joining the
Fellowship.

i) In the gentlemen's hostel, the
kitchen is equipped with gas
cylinder, cooking utensils and a
cook. The cooking material has
to be jointly and mutually funded
by the ZF| Fellows.

iv) Lady ZFI Fellows will be
provided food from the hostel
against payment.

6. Security Deposit:

In addition, at the time of
registration before joining, each
candidate will have to deposit a
bank draft of Rs. 25,000/-
favoring ZAKAT FOUNDATION OF
INDIA payable at New Delhi as
security deposit, returnable not
earlier than 31 May of the year
that falls two years after the year
during which the selected ZFlI
Fellow joins ZFI. Behind the bank
draft please write the candidate's
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fullname & parent's names.

7. Affidavit:

Each ZFI| Fellow will have to file
an affidavit with ZFI, as per
prescribed contents.

8. Financial Assistance for
Coaching

Taking into consideration the
candidate's and his/her financial
capacity, ZFI will sponsor the
coaching fees to the maximum
extent of ninety percent of the
net amount payable by ZFI to
any coaching institute. The
balance amount will be
deposited in advance (with the
ZF1) by the ZFI Fellow. In case
the ZF| agrees also to sponsor
the Test Series, this percentage
will come down to eighty.

9.ZFI's decisioniis final

By applying for ZFI Fellowship
the candidate is presumed to
accept the condition and
solemnly affirm that in all matters
the decision of ZFI shall be final
and binding on him/her.

10. Sanction against non-
compliance:
In case a candidate, after his/her
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selection, ever refuses to comply
with any of these requirements,
his/her security in the form of
bank draft shall be forfeited in
addition to any other fine/penalty
leviable by ZFI none of which
shall be questioned in any
administrative/legal/judicial
proceeding.

11. Welcome on board:

The ZFI Fellows are required to
select the coaching institutes as per
their optional subject requirement
and inform the details through email
at civilservices@zakatindia.org
within ten days. These candidates
are taken under the joint
guidance and supervision of
Zakat Foundation of India,
Aishabai Trust and Interfaith
Coalition for Peace in order to
help them properly prepare for
the Preliminary, Mains, and
Interview for Personality Test for
the UPSC Civil Services
Examination. They are expected
to treat themselves not as guests
of ZFI. Instead, they would do
their best to ensure that this short
association of 20 months or so
turns into an asset for both.
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APPLICATION PROGEDURE OPEN FOR SELECTION OF ZFI FELLOWS 2019
GIVIL SERVICES EXAM 2016

ONLY ONLINE APPLICATION FORM

Deadline for applying online: 20 April 2015, midnight

1. Selection Procedure

On the last Saturday of April
every year, an All India Level
Entrance Test is held from 9 am
onward at God's Grace School
(North Campus), Abul Fazal
Enclave (D Block), Jamia Nagar,
New Delhi 110025.

Result of this written test is
declared the same evening by
7 pm at www.zakatlndia.org
Short-listed candidates are
interviewed the next day (last
Sunday of April) from 10:00 am at
CISRS House, 14 Jangpura-B,
Mathura Road, Opp. Rajdoot
Hotel, New Delhi.

2. How To Apply

(a) Technical Graduates in
(medicine, engineering, Chartered
accountancy, law, and the like)
and Post graduates in any field,
aged 19-24 years (as on 01 Sept
of the year in which the UPSC
Prelim Exam will be held for
which the selection procedure is
organized) are invited to apply
online only. The deadline for
online application expires at
midnight on the Monday falling
immediately before the last
Saturday of April. No monetary
allowance is admissible for
appearing at the test and

TERMS OF ZFI FELLOWSHIP

interview.

3.Selection Procedure
Candidates have to appear (in
English medium only) for written
testof 1 hr 15 minutes and interview
asfollows:

(A) Written:

(I) General Studies & Aptitude
100 Marks (on the pattern of
UPSC Cvil Services Prelims
Exam)

(ii) Essay - 150 words 50 Marks

(B) Interview 50 Marks

Please paste one passport size
recent photograph on a printout of
the email information that's
received by you from ZFI in
respect of the selection procedure
and also sign this paper. This will
be youradmit card.

Also bring a Govt issued ID proof
(Adhaar Card, Election Card,
Passport or Driving License).

The selected candidates are
required as follows:

4. Joining

a) Toreport to ZF| office at CISRS
House, 14 Jangpura-B, Mathura
Road, New Delhi 110014 at 10
am in June or July next on a date

to be notified to the selected
candidates.

Depositing the Originals

b) To deposit all their original
marksheets plus certificates and
degrees with ZFI - from matriculation
to post-graduation. These will be
returnable on or after 31 May of the
yearthat falls two years afterthe year
during which the selected ZF| Fellow
joins ZFl.

c) If, for any reason, a candidate
needs that any or all of the
degrees/certificates be returned
to him/her earlier, then the entire
amount incurred on his/her
coaching & residence by ZFI shall
be refunded by him/her to ZFI
before any of the degrees/
marksheets/certificate can be
returned to him/her. Also, for this
purpose, application shall be
emailed to ZFlin prescribed form.
d) Please bring 2 passport size
recent photographs and

e) A copy of the Govt issued ID
proof (Adhaar Card, Election
Card, Passport or Driving
License) duly signed by yourself.

5. Hostel:

[) In New Delhi, the ZFI| Fellows
will have to compulsorily live in
the accommodation provided by
ZFl.
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