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of all the faiths in the world have
equal rights. The President has
been trying that a project
germinates under the aegis of UNO
to establish an international
organization of world cultures; he
emphasized that the cultural
plurality should be a source of
world's enhanced delight.

Sports and Infrastructure

As a part of this movement the
International Islamic Solidarity
Sports Federation has been
working with 59 member countries
headquartered in Riyadh, the
capital of Saudi Arabia. The first
event was held in 1985 in which
teams of 34 countries had
participated. During 2017 these
sports were organized in
Azerbaijan in which 50 countries
participated. Thus, Azerbaijan has
been working to promote world
peace and international
reconciliation. With excellent
neighbourly relations it is in the
process of laying cross border gas
pipelines. The country is also
trying to make itself an
international transportation hub.

Trump's Jerusalem decision
flayed, ISIS condemned,
Rohingyas supported

Delegates of all the countries
attending the Baku conference
expressed their happiness for the
celebration of 2017 as the Year of
Islamic Solidarity. On the other
hand, they registered their
displeasure at Donald Trump's
decision to shift the US embassy to
Jerusalem. The conference
condemned the state sponsored
violence in Myanmar against the
Rohingya Muslims and pleaded for
refugees relief throughout the
world. The Iranian delegate said
that ISIS is the creation of fascist

forces and it is our duty to
overpower it.

Ground level actions discussed to
promote Islamic solidarity

The Turkish delegate strongly
advocated American roll back of
the Jerusalem decision. Many
Christian leaders said that it is
unjust to link Islam with violence
and added that, respecting each
other, we should jointly work in the
fields of education and culture.
Other delegates emphasized the
revival of Islamic values with
mutual efforts. The syllabus of
educational institutions in Muslim
societies must contain the lessons
of Islamic solidarity. There should
be a federal organization of Islamic
universities. Muslims in different
parts of the world should be helped
and supported in solving their
problems.

Azerbaijan's spiritual leader
Sheikh al-Islam Allahshukur
Pashazadeh expressed happiness
that the representation in the
conference had geographically
covered the entire world. He
cautioned that in no way religions
should be used to gain political
mileage. There must be a group of
people among us who invites
people towards virtue and forbids
evil. The contents of school syllabi
need to be examined occasionally.

Preserved Tablet (Lauh
Mahfooz): Sanctum sanctorum
of all faiths

Hindu spiritual figure Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar's emissary Jyoti Ramaya
argued that we must emphasize
values and minimize the
significance of the practices and
rituals. Through my PowerPoint
presentation, I drew the delegates'
attention to the theological

narrative that before creating the
Q)

Jan. - March, 2018

world the Almighty had stocked all
His upcoming revelations in the
Preserved Tablet (Lauh Mahfooz)
and these were brought down to the
worldly sky during a specific night
which later came to be celebrated
as the Night of Power (Lailatul Qadr).
Some Quranic commentators
opine that during such nights,
revelations were sent to all the
prophetic recipients. After the
world came into being the
messages were taken from the
Preserved Tablet and were revealed
to various Prophets in different
parts of the world and in various
phases of human history. Thus, the
Preserved Tablet is the sanctum
sanctorum of all the religions
across the world. Nowhere else do
we find such a strong scriptural
mandate propounding inter-
religious affinity.

The Quran also says: “Had your
Lord willed, He would have made
all the people a single community”.
But God didn't do so as He decided
to continuously test the human
beings whether we develop
sufficient space for each other in
our hearts. That is why the Quran
starts describing God as Rabbil
Aalameen that is the Creator and
Sustainer of the Worlds and
concludes indicating Him as
Rabbin Naas which means the
Creator and Sustainer of the
Peoples; the scripture did not
confine God as Creator and
Sustainer of Muslims. Thus, it is
the responsibility and duty of the
world Islamic community that it
unites itself and imparts to the
world the lesson of solidarity and
brotherhood especially to the
politicians and the governments.
That is what the Azerbaijan
President trying to do and he
deserves our support and
collaboration.

/
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Azerbaij an: A protagonist of global Islamic solidarity

Dr. Syed Zafar Mahmood

The title of an international
conference organized in
Azerbaijan's capital Baku on
December 21, 2017 was “2017:
Year of Islamic Solidarity:
Interreligious and Intercultural
Dialogue”. It is imperative to note
that Azerbaijan became a free
country as recently as just 26 years
ago. Yet, it has proactively played
leading roles in many fields of the
Islamic world. Ilham Aliyev,
President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan had taken charge in
2003. One year ago, he announced
that the year 2017 will be
celebrated as the “Year of Islamic
Solidarity” and this conference
was organised to conclude the
year-long celebrations.

Cultural capitals of Islamic
World: Role of ISESCO

After the recitation from the holy
Qur'an, I[Tham Aliyev apprised the
delegates that Baku has since been
included among the cultural
capitals of the Islamic world. This
work of selecting cities as Islamic
cultural capitals is handled by
ISESCO: International Islamic
Educational Cultural and Scientific
Organization whose central office
is located in the Moroccan city of
Rabat. Many cities of the world
spanning Arab, Asian and African
countries have been so recognised;
the holy Makkah tops the list while
Madina, Najaf, Sharjah, Tripoli,
Ghazni, Iskandariya, Asfahan,
Tashkent, Kuala Lumpur, Kuwait,
Jakarta, Dhaka, Lahore etc are the
other listed cities.

Unfortunately, no Indian city could
find place among the World
Islamic Cultural Capitals. Efforts
should be made to get enlisted one
or more of the following Indian
cities: Hyderabad, Bhopal,
Lucknow, Srinagar, Kolkata,
Mallapurram, Aurangabad, Old
Delhi, Rampur, Aligarh, Agra,
Murshidabad, Bijapur, Junagarh,
Karnool, Surat, Malda, Dhubri,
Kishanganj, Karimganj,
Hailakandi, Barpeta, Rajouri.

The first ISESCO conference was
held in 1982 at Fez (Morocco). In
addition to the permanent
membership of 54 Muslim
countries, Russia, Thailand and
Cyprus enjoy the status as
Observer. List of other countries
which would get the Observer
status till 2025 have already been
announced. In this matter, the
Indian Ministry of Minority Affairs
and India Islamic Cultural Centre
should activate themselves
through the Ministry of External
Affairs. Besides, Aligarh Muslim
University, Jamia Millia Islamia,
Hamdard University, Maulana
Azad National Urdu University
and Kashmir University should get
in touch with ISESCO whose
Charter mandates supporting
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higher educational institutions to
establish special purpose academic
and research centers.

Special envoys and other
delegates at Baku Conference
Special envoys of the Presidents of
Iran and Turkey, Pope Francis,
Patriarchs of Russia and Georgia
and Director General of ISESCO
attended the Baku conference.
Among the scholars of other
countries who participated in the
conference were myself and a
representative of Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar both from India and
delegates from Japan, USA,
Britain, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Kirghizistan, Algeria, Egypt,
Afghanistan, Palestine, Morocco,
Germany, Iraq, Indonesia as well as
the representatives of many
international organizations
belonging to different faiths.

Mutual support among Muslim
societies

The Azerbaijan President said that
in order to make the Islamic
ummah stronger from within 'we
(must) support each other in the
United Nations'. We should
promote each other's culture and
strive to ensure that the followers
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The Preserved Tablet — Sanctum
sanctorum of all revelations

It is understood from Quran that
even before God created life
outside the heavens, He caused to
be written, in what is known as the
Protected Tablet (Lauh-e-
Mahfooz), His grand
comprehensive message that was
set to be revealed to humanity —
intermittently and repeatedly —
through a battery of messengers
during the millennia to come. On
the eve of beginning the earthly
creation, this comprehensive
message was brought down to the
worldly sky. From there, it was
revealed to God's messengers at
various global locations in
different languages, many times
over, in different phases of human
history. Thus, the Preserved Tablet
is the sanctum sanctorum of all
revelations.

Purpose of creating humanity
God goes on to explain that
humanity was created by Him to
test the comparative levels of
righteousness among the human
beings, or absence thereof. Worldly
life is temporary and insignificant,
it is only a trial. The award or
punishment for good or bad deeds
done here will be given in the next
life which will be everlasting and
permanent. The final dwelling
place will be either Heaven or Hell.
That would be decided on the Day
of Judgement when all human
beings will be resurrected.

Code of conduct for human
behavior

Among the Quran's chapters
enshrining the Taj is Chapter lkhlas

(ch 112) which establishes the
Oneness of the Creator i.e. the
doctrine of Tawhid. It says that God
is without equal, without origin and
unlike anything else that exists.

The fourth line, 'Nothing is like
Him' is a fundamental statement of
'tanzih' i.e. divine exclusivity and
inimitability — God as the
incomparable. This surah was also
inscribed on the Dome of the Rock
at Jerusalem by Abd-al-Malik ibn
Marwan .

In Surah Al-Takvir (ch. 81) female
infanticide has been declared
punishable. Besides, through many
Surahs the divine scheme and code
of human conduct have been
elucidated. The scripture say: God
has breathed His spirit in each one
of the human beings (38.72)
casting duty upon him or her to
imbibe some godly qualities. Over
every possessor of knowledge
there is one knowing more (12.76);
thus nobody should be proud of
what he knows.

God likes us being good hosts
(12.59). God also likes prostration
as expression of thanks to Him
(2.58). In an individual's wealth his
needy relatives have a right
(17.26). Contracts must be
fulfilled, these will be asked for
(17.34). On the day of judgement
no intercession will be accepted
from anybody (2.48). One should
fear only God, none else (16.51,
27.10,28.31).

God talks of His great plan of
networking the holiday humanity
into prophetic communities and
books to many of them (2.38).
Before accepting a supplication
God wishes the believer to exhaust
all worldly effort (2.60). One is
under divine command to lower the
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wings of humility to the parents
(17.24). Before advising others for
righteousness one should practice
itoneself(2.44).

Out of one's earning and wealth one
should keep for self only as much
as is required for comfortable life,
balance should be incurred
onothers' well being (2.219).
Extended family and
neighborhood are basic units of
society for utilitarian proactivity
(2.177, 4.36, 17.26, 30.38, 33.6,
47.22). Wealth must keep on
circulating in the society rather
than remaining confined in a few
hands (59.7). Duly observe the
rights of the wombs that bore you
(4.1). God helps those who help
His cause (22.40).

Thus, a visit to the Taj should not be
limited to appreciating its temporal
charm commemorating somatic
love between two humans but it
should encompass learning and
cherishing the divine injunctions
inscribed on the monument and
thus imbibing qualities of head and
heart thus making oneself a better
human being and a more useful
world citizen.

Nigaah-e Shauq
As per the Poet of the East, Dr Sir
Mohammad Igbal:

Kuchh aur hi nazar aata hai
kaarobaar-e jahaan

Nigaah-e shaug agar ho shareek-e
beenaee.

One finds the world to be an
altogether different phenomenon,

When one includes Nigaah-e-
Shaug in one's canvas of
perception.

(Igbal's concept of Nigaah-e-
Shaug means perceiving Godly
design in all that one sees.)
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Taj Mahal's Spiritual Message

ZF1 has published a coffee table book ‘Taj Mahal’s Spiritual Message’
complied by Dr. S. Zafar Mahmood. it has been ceremoniously released

in India and USA. For buying the book please email at info@zakatindia.org.

Taj Mahal is known all over the
world for its singular beauty and as
a symbol of ardent love. But, the
third aspect of its celestial
revelatory panorama remains
mostly obscure from the public
cognizance.

On the gigantic double arches in all
four sides of the Taj facade,
carefully selected verses from the
holy Quran are calligraphed each
beginning from lower right side
going all the way up, running to the
left and creeping down till the left
lower side. The calligraphy is made
by jasper inlaid in white marble
panels. Higher panels are written
slightly larger to reduce the
skewing effect when viewing from
below. Inside the main chamber
also such verses as well as ninety
nine Arabic names of God are
inscribed.

From the mausoleum's 223 feet
height and 112 feet width one can
make out the dimensional enormity
ofthe eight marble arches on which
the Quranic calligraphy is
inscribed. Additionally there is
similar marble inscription around
the outer red stone gates each of
which is 70 feet high.

Adam, other Messengers and
Books

As per the message mirrored by Taj
Mabhal, Adam was the first man and
the first messenger of God. As
humanity progressed, God
appointed fresh messengers in
different parts of the world and in
various phases of human history.
To some of them He revealed His
message that can be broadcast in
the form of a scripture.

Each such message was meant for
the entire humanity though these

New York February 11, 2018

Taj Mahal’s

Fifth from left: Indian Consul in \
New York Mr Vipul Mesaria

were clothed in the respective local
languages of the recipient

communities. Quran is in Arabic
which was the language of Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him)
and his contemporaries in Arabia.
Names of some of the earlier
messengers and books have been
mentioned in the Quran and many
have not. Twenty-five messengers
and three revealed books are
mentioned by name.

When chronologically appraised,
the list of messengers begins from
Adam and includes, among others,
Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, DaVid,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses and Christ.
The books mentioned are Psalms,
Old Testament and New
Testament. Yet, God says that the
human beings should believe in
and revere all the messengers and
all the revelations. This injunction
verbatim forms part of the Quran
(2.285).

Spiritual Message &
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